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In Vedic Astrology (Jyotish), the twelve zodiac signs (Rashis) are categorized into three
fundamental operational modes, known as Gunas or modalities: Movable (Chara), Fixed
(Sthira) and Dual (Dwiswabhava).

While the four elements (Fire, Earth, Air, Water) describe the nature of your energy, these three
modalities describe the speed and style with which you express that energy.

1. Movable Signs (Chara Rashis) — Cardinal Energy

Movable signs are the initiators of the zodiac. They represent movement, rapid action, dynamic
force and the spark of new beginnings.

The 4 Movable Signs

Aries (Mesha) — Sign 1 (Fire)
Cancer (Karka) — Sign 4 (Water)
Libra (Tula) — Sign 7 (Air)
Capricorn (Makara) — Sign 10 (Earth)

Core Traits & Behavioral Style

• Initiative & Momentum: Chara signs hate stagnation. They naturally step forward to lead,
launch ventures and drive change.

• Adaptability to Action: They are quick to pivot when obstacles appear, choosing active
redirection over waiting.

• Travel & Relocation: In chart reading, strong placement in Movable signs frequently
indicates frequent travel, relocation or a career involving continuous movement.

• Potential Downside: Impatience, difficulty sustaining routine maintenance once the thrill of
initiation fades and restlessness.



2. Fixed Signs (Sthira Rashis) — Fixed Energy

Fixed signs are the preservers and builders of the zodiac. They represent stability, endurance,
concentration and unwavering determination.

The 4 Fixed Signs

Taurus (Vrishabha) — Sign 2 (Earth)
Leo (Simha) — Sign 5 (Fire)
Scorpio (Vrishchika) — Sign 8 (Water)
Aquarius (Kumbha) — Sign 11 (Air)

Core Traits & Behavioral Style

• Focus & Longevity: Sthira signs excel at taking an existing idea and building it into a
permanent, lasting structure.

• Determination & Loyalty: Once they commit to a goal, relationship or career path, they
exhibit remarkable stamina and willpower.

• Rootedness: In predictive astrology, prominent Fixed signs indicate domestic stability, long-
term asset accumulation and remaining in one place for extended periods.

• Potential Downside: Resistance to necessary change, stubbornness, holding grudges and
staying in stagnant situations too long out of habit.

3. Dual Signs (Dwiswabhava Rashis) — Mutable Energy

Dual signs are the adapters and balancers of the zodiac. Combining the initiating drive of
Movable signs with the stability of Fixed signs, they represent flexibility, transition and
intellectual synthesis.

The 4 Dual Signs

Gemini (Mithuna) — Sign 3 (Air)
Virgo (Kanya) — Sign 6 (Earth)
Sagittarius (Dhanu) — Sign 9 (Fire)
Pisces (Meena) — Sign 12 (Water)



Core Traits & Behavioral Style

• Flexibility & Versatility: Dwiswabhava signs process both sides of an argument. They are
natural problem-solvers who adjust smoothly to shifting circumstances.

• Intellectual & Analytical Depth: Because they are constantly weighing options, Dual signs
excel in research, teaching, writing, trade and philosophical inquiry.

• Transition Leaders: They operate best during periods of flux, guiding smooth transitions
between old systems and new initiatives.

• Potential Downside: Overthinking, indecisiveness, difficulty picking a single path and
scattered mental energy.

How Modalities Shape Your Horoscope

An astrologer evaluates the balance of modalities in your birth chart by analyzing where your
Ascendant (Lagna), Moon and Sun are positioned:

• Dominant Movable (Chara): Produces a pioneer, entrepreneur or traveler who thrives on
constant challenge and innovation.

• Dominant Fixed (Sthira): Produces a pillar of stability, administrator or specialist who
thrives on deep focus and long-term security.

• Dominant Dual (Dwiswabhava): Produces a scholar, strategist or communicator who
thrives on variety, learning and conceptual flexibility.
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